“The law of truth was in his mouth and iniquity was not found in his mouth.” 


BS BRE oN a RA pepsi Soe 


“Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32. 
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BISHOP FOR 


The delegates of the General 
Assembly met for the annual April 7 
Call Meeting in order to report f 
financially and establish the 
budget for next year’s operations. 
This time there was an added in- 
centive for their participation and 
that was the election of a presiding 
bishop. The demise of Bishop J.O. | 
Patterson, Sr. left a vacancy to be | 
filled. Mason Temple was heavy 
with anticipation as a record 
number of delegates traveled to 
Memphis desiring to register their 
feelings about the next couple | 
years of leadership. 

The werld was no doubt looking 
intently to see whether or not the 
Church would again be torn by 
strife and agony. It has been the 
misfortune of the saints to ex- | 
perience what the world calls fac- 
tional disputes during the transfer 
of power. The saints had been 
praying for months that none of 
the problems encountered in the Higa 
past would visit our holy temple 
again. Hence, the campaign for 
the position of presiding bishop 
was being contested for by five 
announced candidates. Bishop Louis Henry Ford of 
Chicago, Bishop O/T. Jones of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, Bishop Levi Willis of Norfolk, Virginia, 
Bishop Charles Blake of Los Angeles, California, 
and Bishop Samuel Green of Hampton, Virginia; all 
conducted themselves with dignity and righteous- 
ness while making their bid for the top spot. In the 
end only one could assume the role for presiding of- 
ficer and that person was Bishop Louis Henry Ford. 

Bishop Ford polled 51% of the 3,262 votes cast 
by the General Assembly delegates. His tenure as 
first administrative presiding officer made him the 
front runner, but not many expected him to finish 
the race with such a great mandate. Bishop Ford 
was a stalwart supporter of the late Bishop J.0. Pat- 
terson, Sr. and served an interim period since the 
demise of Bishop Patterson. This involvement 
obviously worked in his behalf. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


While the 
election process 
was eminent 
during the April 
Call Meeting, 
held in Mem- 
pis) IN “at 
Mason Temple, 
there were other 
matters that 
were equally as 
important. The 
General Board, 
represented by 
Bishop Neaul 
Haynes gave 

y their report on 

: actions taken 
Dr. Frank Ellis eceuthes Nov. 
ember, 1989 Assembly. Bishop Haynes reported that 
no jurisdictions had been created or dissolved since 
the November meeting; appointed Bishop Cody Mar- 
shall to the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Northern 


Hail to the Chief 


C.0.G.1.C. HEADQUARTERS, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Dr. Frank Ellis, chairman of the General Assem- 
bly had the election commission in perfect opera- 
tion. The Shelby County Board of Elections deliv- 
ered the voting machines a day early, as the 
delegates voted to move the election up a day in 
advance. Still the quality control and administration 
of the vote was smooth. The county’s election com- 
missioners stated the Church conducted one of the 
smoothest and trouble free elections they had 
privilege to witness. Elder Thomas Jackson, elec- 
tion commissioner was very pleased with the entire 
process. 

The election was anticipated to be a close affair, 
since there was a group of qualified and strong can- 
didates pursuing the top spot in the Church. The 
General Assembly delegates cast 3,262 ballots in 
little less than 3 hours and the rest of the day was 
filled with suspense. 


— The General Assembly greets newly elected Presiding Bishop Ford. 


APRIL, 1990 


WINS BY LANDSLIDE!! 


The prior evening the can- 
didates were nominated and 
were given ten minutes to speak 
to the delegates. Their 
statements were classic ex- 
amples of why the Church has 
difficult political ground to walk 
on. The candidates attempted 
various methods to gain the vote. 
There were well polished presen- 
tations, one statement made with 
the aid of music, a powerful 
statement made in sermon form 
which literally rocked the house. 
Bishop P.A. Brooks was 
nominated but declined the 
nomination, and put his support 
behind Bishop Ford. Bishop 
Ford presented Mother Elsie 
Mason, the widow of the 
founder, who spoke in his behalf. 
Bishop Ford followed her witha 
few well chosen remarks. After 
he finished, Bishop Chandler 
Owens came forth with arousing 
appeal which set off a great 
demonstration. It was there that 
people felt a loosening of the 
delegate’s votes. Politics COGIC 
style can prove to be very in- 
teresting. The Saints went home buzzing about 
each candidate and who the winner would be. 

The next day when the vote was taken, it seemed 
to be anybody’s election. Things were conducted so 
smoothly that hardly a complaint was heard. The 
vote total broke however decidedly in the favor of 
the senior bishop. He polled 1,660 votes, or 51 per- 
cent of the total. He was followed by Bishop OT. 
Jones, Jr. with 629 votes, or 19.3 percent. Bishop 
Levi Willis, former chairman of the General 
Assembly polled 490 votes or 15 percent. Bishop 
Charles Blake of Los Angeles receive 398 votes, or 
12.2 percent. Bishop Samuel Green made a valiant 
effort and polled 66 votes, or 2.6 percent of the total 
vote. 

When the results were announced, a great rally 
broke out. The saints all rejoiced and the various 

(Continued on Page 4 See... FORD/ 


SUCCEEDS IN FINISHING APRIL AGENDA 


Illinois; assumed responsibility for all financial tran- 
sactions five days prior to the passing of Bishop Pat- 
terson; placed a moratorium on the purchase of all real 
estate properties; endorsed move of bookstore from 
Chisca complex to facility across from Chisca Com- 
plex, due to plumbing damage, and approved renova- 
tions being made to the Chisca Hotel resulting from 
water damage. The Board’s report was presented in 
two parts. 

While the first part was accepted by the General 
Assembly, much debate followed the request from the 
General Board to retain Bishop Jacob Cohen, their ap- 
pointment to the General Board. The Assembly con- 
curred that the Geeneral Board acted responsibly and 
within their constitutional right, but chose to elect 
from the list of candidates from 1988, and others who 
were added to the ballot. Bishop LeRoy Anderson, 
Western NY was the victor, regaining his seat from 
the 1988 election. 

The National Board of Trustees, as requested by Dr. 
Frank Ellis presented several reports on the proper- 
ties of the National Publishing Board, Bookstore, The 
Chisca Hotel, Housing Operations, and The Whole 


Truth Paper. Dr. Ellis commended Bishop Roger 
Jones, chairman of the Trustee Board, and the 
designated sub-committee members who compiled 
excellent reports evaluating these various operations; 
but he stopped short of receiving them the reports in 
full, since some of the issues required additional 
follow-up. He characterized the Board of Trustees as 
the “‘unsung heros of our Church’’. 

Several resolutions were considered for adoption, 
several were approved in sections rather than whole 
because of issues of constitutionality. Those sections 
were submitted to the General Secretary to be refer- 
red to the Constitution Committee. The sections that 
were approved; (1) A resolution calling for the crea- 
tion of jurisdictional assemblies that will be pattern- 
ed after the National General Assembly, and enabl- 
ing jurisdictions to elect delegates to the National 
General Assembly. (2) A resolution calling for the crea- 
tion of a jurisdictional Elders and Pastors Council; 
among other things, providing a forum for due process 
for elders seeking resolution to jurisdictional issues. 
(3) Resolution 103-89 was adopted in part, and dealt with 

(Continued on page 3 See. .. AGENDA) 


Bishop OT. dh ones, J r. was prophetic in his delivery. He placed 
second. 


Bishop and Mrs. Levi Willis made a progresive appeal for 
votes. He placed third. 


Bishop Charles Blake encouraged the delegates to follow him 
home. He placed fourth. 


The April Call Meeting 
proved to be a milestone in 
the development of the 
Church Of God In Christ. 
One might say the Church 

- came of age when it 

: transferred the critical 
pea Hae leadership mantle without 

excessive stress, factional disputes and the disruptive 
splits which marked our previous transfers of power. 
The people of the Church, both men and women of 
devout character, met to decide an issue too big to 
deny, and one too entangled with past problems to 
ignore. We came to elect leadership. Simply stated, we 
saints voted our conscience and maintained our 
salvation. 

The candidates were a good mixture of progressive 
youth and seasoned seniors. Among the ranks one could 
identify the highly learned and those warriors who en- 
dured time’s greatest test: being faithful. In full view 
of the world, we saints read the various campaign 
literatures and listened intently to the candidates 
speeches. Of course it was an odd blend of the political 
and the religious issues, and for some a paradox to see 
and hear candidates fine tuning their positions in pro- 
phetic terms. Some candidates made those big promises 
that hopeful politicians spout. Through all the talk and 
literature one could see a genuine picture of hope 
developing. These men loved the Lord, were very 
serious about winning and that was good! 

Bishop L.H. Ford won the election and was given 
a mandate by the people to lead us on the path of ser- 
vice. He is a proven warrior and foe of Satan. Some 
liken him to the last pioneer or some venerable sage 
of the earliest years. Be that as it may, he is a qualified 
and exceptional leader of the people. His large victory 
was not a stinging defeat for the others, rather it could 
be a sign of his authority and potential to take the 
Church forward. 

Credit must be given the General Assembly chair- 

~ man, Dr. Frank Ellis and his Election Commission. They 
conducted two elections and both were models of ef- 
ficiency. The electoral progress was dignified through 
efforts of men like Elder Thomas Jackson. He chairs 
that commission and supervises the elections with 


Bishop and Mrs. Samuel Green presented a group 
presentation. He placed fifth. 


Editorial 


By Dr. David Hall 


‘basically proclaiming his life and ministry to be an open 


integrity and forthright determination. Men like Bishops 
Earl Wright, H.D. Bordeaux, R.L. Ford, Elders Jonathan 
Safford, Louis Andrews, Edgar Barnett, Isaiah Grover, 
Mack King, Emanuel Newton, Claude Parsons, Phillip 
Porter, Mack Ritter, Lemuel Thurston, Solomon Williams 
and the lone woman Sister Jacqueline Jones bring digni- 
ty and confidence to the progress. I experienced the 
counting of the first election personally and the pro- 
fessionalism of these quality people was unparalleled. 

The candidates must be granted a measure of credit 
for a successful campaign. Their statements were 
political in nature but not overtly and neither inflam- 
matory. Their arguments were sound and principled. 
One candidate even suggested that we follow him home, 


book. There was no mean spirited or unnecessary ac- 
cusations given during the candidate’s speaches. The 
ten minutes given each candidate was barely enough 
time to speak about themselves. Honestly, after hearing 
all the candidates my spirit felt satisfied. These were 
all fine men. 

A word must be said in behalf of the delegates who 
collectively expressed the will of God. The vote was 
a mandate and certainly no one should feel hurt by the 
outcome. God permitted us the privilege to vote and 
it was carried out decently and orderly. Not one con- 
scious word of rancor and division was heard during 
the process. We, each of us used our votes to send a mes- 
sage. The voters expressed the need for unity and man- 
dated positive support for Bishop Ford. In retrospect, 
the delegates built a model for future generations; 
should the Lord delay his coming, more critical 
challenges will come. What greater gift could this 
generation give the next than a unified Church? What 
greater note of thanks could be paid the pioneers gone 
on than continued development of the total organization? 
This election was a vote for cohesion and perpetuation. 

Lastly, there will be some, who through careless and 
reckless words will question what happened in Mem- 
phis. To them I say sour grapes! God was gracious to 
the Church Of God In Christ because he allowed bro- 
thers to remain so, and youth and senior alike to com- 
mune together, in spite of the necessary process of a 
political choice. Now, that political process shall reflect 
the will of God for the Church these next two years. 


Bishop and Mrs. P.A. Brook were delighted for the 
nomination but he declined to run. 
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CHIEF APOSTLE 
OFFERS SOMETHING 
NEW — OLD 


Newly elected presiding bishop of the Church Of 
God In Christ, Bishop Louis Henry Ford unveiled 
his hopes and aspirations for the Church. Friday, 
April 6, 1990, after a mandate was given him by the 
saints, he stood before a packed Mason Temple and 
spoke his feelings. He envisions an activist Church 
and plans to employ the full weight and influence 
of the organization to wage war against poverty, 
ignorance and any possibility of organizational drift. 
He restated the closeness which he shared with 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr., and with pride he pointed 
to the longevity he has in the Church Of God In 
Christ. 

Bishop Ford wants a headquarters Church active 
in social ministries. Therefore, he plans to turn the 
downtown properties into some expression of 
outreach ministry. He spoke of opening a shelter for 
the homeless and feeding the hungry at the unus- 
ed downtown properties. He spoke of opening a 
home for the retired and aged saints in Memphis. 
Bishop Ford remembered his youthful years 
without the basic necessities of life and is commit- 
ted to establishing a national thrust to impact the 
massive problems the Church encounters daily. 

‘To the organization’s current staffs of department 
and auxiliary leadership, he encouraged them to 
keep on working. ‘“To all department heads that 
Bishop Patterson placed in office, we are preparing 
for your conventions. Do not be weary, or afraid of 
me. Do your job as you have always done. If you like 
a little input from me, fine, I won’t give too much. 
Please know I’ve always been a team man’’, stated 
the thoughtful bishop. Bishop Ford went to confirm 
his commitment to the reopening of the Saints In- 
dustrial Facility in Lexington, Mississippi. He 
spoke of our youth and the need to provide a place 
for education and spiritual development. In rela- 
tionship to the C.H. Mason Theological Seminary 
he commented, ‘‘We need our dormitory. I want the 
dormitory to be built from some of the money we 
have already have on hand... Name it for J.O. Pat- 
terson, a multipurpose building in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Why shouldn’t it be named after Bishop Patterson 
who laboured so hard and traveled this country 
over?” 

Bishop Ford proposed the purchase of land 
around Mason Temple and the refurbishing of the 
entire building become a national priority. He en- 
visions central air conditioning and expanding the 
parking area, etc. around the Temple. Bishop Ford 
seems to be saying that our future is rooted in the 
reservation of the past. He pointed to the fact that 
his leadership will be consistent and model the 
best of the past. However, he is a leader planning 
to move forward. He cited a conversation that he 
and the late Bishop Patterson, Sr. shared many 
years ago, which related the faithfulness his life has 
reflected. ‘‘I shook hands and make a pledge to him 
that I would never run against him for nothing. He 
shook my hand and said, ‘‘If that’s your desire, it’s 
mine. Promise this, if you go up first, don’t forget 
me, I’m not going to forget you.’ Their partnership 
in the development and progress of the Church is 
a known fact. 

One other item of importance was the firm com- 
mitment Bishop Ford made to Memphis as the site 
of the Holy Convocation. Memphis shall always be 
the headquarters of the Church Of God In Christ. 
His desire is to make circumstances the very best 
for the saints. For Bishop Ford, the best accom- 
modations and prices are essential elements for the 
commitment. His statement was very down to 
earth, but filled with power. Before he sat down he 
informed the saints of the plight of Mother D. Marie 
Simmons Johnson, in Lexington, Mississippi. She 
is a Saint that gave her entire life to the Church and 
the work down at the Saints Academy. How in dif- 
ficult straits, and in danger of loosing the roof over 
her head, Bishop appealed to the saints. Bishop 
Ford’s appeal was heart rending and in saints 
responded with over $29,000. The money is to be 
used to pay off the house note, repair the roof and 
supply immediate aid to Mother Simmons Johnson. 

Bishop Ford is starting his leadership of the 
Church in the faithful role of a servant. Certainly, 
the Lord is going to bless his efforts. While the 
saints prayed for his empowerment to lead us in 
greater service and witness to this present world; 
it was good to hear something New and Old. 
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CHAIRMAN APPOINTS 
AD HOC COMMITTEE AND 
COMMISSION ON EXTENSION 


Two very important issues that were presented in 
the General Assembly precipitatd further study before 
any action would be taken. The General Board 
presented to the delegates a resolution to remove the 
task of creating or dissolving jurisdictions from their 
area of responsibility, and grants the General 
Assembly to be the final authority to determine such 
action. Another resolution that speaks to the qualifica- 
tions of candidates for national officers and the pro- 
cedures the election commission would have to follow 
in qualifying candidates, was adopted in part. Because 
of the complexities of both issues, Dr. Ellis appointed 
an ad hoc committee on electoral procedures, chaired 
by Bishop Clarence Sexton. Bishop C.D. Kinsey was 
appointed to chair the Commission on Extensions, 
which will research and compile procedures for 
creating and dissolving jurisdictions. The members 
of both groups is as follows: 


Committee on Electoral Process for 
NATIONAL OFFICERS 


CHAIR: Bishop Clarence Sexton 
Bishop D.A. Burton, PA; Bishop W.S. Wilson, CA; 
Bishop L:T. Walker, AR; Supvr Emma Crouch, TX; 
Supvr Carria Cantrell, IL; Supvr Gertrude Young, 
WA; Elder Claude Parsons, NE; Elder Ivery Holden, 
CA; Elder Dwight McDaniels, MO. 


Commission on Extension 


CHAIR: Bishop C.D. Kinsey 

Bishop Ted Thomas, VA; Bishop Earl Gordon, LAS 
Bishop J.C. Gilkey, KA; Bishop Jacob Cohen, FL; 
Bishop Lemuel Moore, IL; Supvr Helena Akins, NY; 
Supvr Ernestine White, TX: Elder Aubrey Baker, NY; 
Elder Elliot Cryor, MD; Elder Cleophas Hall, Jr., IN; 
Elder J. Hogan, GA; Elder L. Dupree, DC; Elder A. D. 
Baxter, Sr., PA; Elder Benjamin Colins, GA; Elder 
Cephas McGee, NY; Elder George Perry, ADK: Elder 
A.M. Smith, AR; Elder Alton Barnes, CN; Elder 
Mack Tremble, CA. 


Addition to Executive Committee of the 
General Assembly 


Elder Billy Gilmore, NE; Mrs. Mary Benjamin, NY; 
Elder Lauren Mann, PA. 


General Assembly 
Chairman Gives Opening 
Address To Delegates 


On April 4, 1990, the General Assembly of the 
Church Of God In Christ convened at Mason Temple 
in Memphis, TN. On the minds of many of the 
delegates was the filling of the vacancy on the General 
Board left by the late Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. and 
the election of the new Presiding Bishop of the 
Church. By the evening session, over 1500 delegates 
had arrived and situated themselves in the auditorium. 
The Chairman, Dr. Frank J. Ellis stood to address the 
assembly and to assure the delegates that while these 
were crucial times, he was confident that this was 
another period in which God would sustain us and 
bring us through safely. 

Dr. Ellis expressed his concern over the number of 
calls that he had received since the passing of Bishop 
Patterson; with many people requesting instructions 
on how to vote and suggesting a myriad of ideas. Dr. 
Ellis exclaimed that each caller receive the same 
answer; ‘‘go to God, talk to God, let the Lord lead you”. 
While the last three months were rough, the Lord had 
sustained his strength and endurance. 

The chairman further shared with us the urgency 
of the April Meeting, not just for the sake of electing 
the Presiding Bishop, but because the Church has 
some critical issues that needed to be addressed. “‘A 
Church our size, should not be without it written in 
the record how ascendancy ought to come about, so 
that we won't be in the dilemma we are in today”’, he 
said. While some were encouraging the Chairman to 
postpone any matters related to the constitution un- 
til a new presiding bishop had been elected, Dr. Ellis 
emphatically stated there is no parallel, no correlation, 
between the election and the business of the General 
Assembly since the legislative body states the law and 
suggests the action for the Church, while the executive 
body states the program for the Church and im- 
plements the laws. He said, ‘““when we come, we come 
to state what the laws will be; the Presiding Bishop 
in the General Assembly is a delegate as we are. 
Naturally, we listen to the leader, he offers suggestions 
and help to you who make up this assembly”’. He fur- 
ther stated, ‘‘I don’t believe in making changes in the 
constitution just for the sake of changing it, or tamper- 
ing with it, but when there are problems and we 
recognize these problems, we must deal with them”’. 

Dr. Ellis shared with the delegates his disappoint- 
ment in some of the kind of campaign literature that 
was sent prior to the April Meeting. He stated, “there 
is no place in our Church for hate mongers; poison- 
penned letters, tearing down one candidate in an ef- 
fort to build up another. These letters that were mail- 
ed to many of us were poisonous and unbecoming to 
holiness’. He went on to say that it grieved his heart 
to think that there are those who are among us who 
would stoop to that level. ‘‘I don’t believe there ought 
to be a place for those kind of people in the Church, 
except at the altar. When they are found, those who 
use this poisonous pen and defame their brothers, we 
ought to pull them out, expose them, and don’t let 
them hide behind strange identifications’’, he said. 

The Chairman concluded by saying that the Church 
Of God In Christ is a great Church. With many peo- 
ple, with varying views, and while we may disagree 
with each other, when its all over, we come together 
and embrace and reconcile. This kind of love is what 
makes us such a great Church. ‘‘We are survivors and 
we will get beyond this point and join hands as sisters 
and brothers in Christ Jesus’’, he said. 

Se «8 fae Bed 
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the electoral process of national officers. Because of 
the magnitude and complexity of this resolution, Dr. 
Ellis appointed Bishop Clarence Sexton, Eastern NY 
to chair an ad hoc committee to review the matter and 
report in the November General Assembly. (4) The 
delegates also adopted a section of resolution offered 
by the General Board calling for the responsibility for 
creating and dissolving jurisdictions to be ultimately 
made by the General Assembly. Again, because of the 
complexity of the issue, Dr. Ellis, appointed Bishop 
C.D. Kinsey, Florida, to chair a Commission on Exten- 
sions to review the matter and report in the November 
1990 General Assembly. 

The Women’s Department, presided over by Mother 
McGlothen, was reported on as well. Mother Carrie Din- 
widdie, wooed the Assembly with her charismatic presen- 
tation. According to Mother Dinwiddie, the Women’s 
Department has given the National Church, since May, 
1989, over $640,000, and then asked the men to just 
allow the Women’s Department “‘a little space to work; 
that’s all they need“. 

While the General Assembly had its greatest atten- 
dance in the history of the Church, the Chairman, by 
the grace of God, lead us through peacefully, and at 
the same time, productively. 


BISHOP ANDERSON 
REGAINS GENERAL 
BOARD SEAT 


Bishop Anderson declares hts intention to regain his seat. 


Bishop Leroy Anderson declared his intentions ear- 
ly during the April Call Meeting, that he wanted his 
old job back. Bishop Anderson loss his seat on the 
General Board by a narrow thirteen vote margin. Cer- 
tainly that loss was a hard blow because he had serv- 
ed the General Board for three terms. Upon the 
demise of Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr., Bishop Ander- 
son was hopeful of serving the Church again. The 
General Board of Bishops used its constitutional 
guidelines and filled the seat with Bishop Jacob 
Cohen, another former General Board member. This 
action sat into motion the possibility of an April 
election. 

Bishop Anderson took his case to the floor of the 
General Assembly and the decision was made not to 
receive there commended choice of the General Board 
of Bishops. This put into motion a run off between the 
candidates which loss in the last general election. Two 
others received nomination for the General Board spot 
and the vote was taken. Dr. Frank Ellis stated the elec- 
tion commission thought the election might be 
necessary and came with printed ballots. The commis- 
sion was indeed prepared and things went off without 
a problem. 

After all was said and done the field of candidates 
measured eleven. The chairman prepared the house 
for the vote. There was a total of 1905 ballots cast that 
night. 

The Vote: 

Bishop Anderson 456 
Bishop Blackshear 29 
Bishop Chapman 37 
Bishop Clemmons 382 
Bishop Cohen 302 
Bishop Henderson 13 
ballots spoiled 26 * Ballots not readable 


In the final analysis, the voting public heard the plea 
of Bishop Anderson and returned him to the General 
Board of Bishops. 


Bishop Kinsey 47 
Bishop McKinney 246 
Bishop Patterson 209 
Bishop Porter 80 
Bishop Westbrook 78 


Sister Wilma J. 
Hughey—National 
Director of the Church 
Of God In Christ 
Historical Museum, 
has been awarded a 
grant from the Smith- 
sonian Institution to 
present the historical 
concept of our Church 
at an educational sym- 
~ posium and exhibition: 


CLIMBING JACOB’S LADDER: 
The Rise of The Black Church in 
Eastern American Cities 1740-1877 


The Symposium will be held at the Museum of Arts 
and Sciences in Macon, Georgia, May 16-18, 1990. 
The Workshop is designated to bring museum 
educators and community leaders together to achieve 
three important goals: 
1) To view the exhibition. 
2) ‘To encourage collaboration between museums and 
their communities. 
3) To express program ideas for diverse audiences. 
Sister Hughey fulfills both criteria for participating 
in the program. She is also a trustee of the Chemung 
County Historical Society in Elmira, New York. She 
is the wife of Superintendent Leo Hughey, Jr., Pastor 
of the Faith Temple Church Of God In Christ also in 
Elmira, New York. 


FORD AND SAINTS RESPOND TO NEED 


Elder Dean, Bishop Porter and Mother Simmons- 
Johnson are all smiles, as Mr. Doug Aldridge, Vice Prest- 
dent of Holmes County Bank and Trust receives the 


check. 


Bishop Porter and Elder Dean filed deed at Holmes 
County Chancery Clerk’s office. Mission accomplished. 


During the April Call Meeting, Bishop L.H. Ford 
lamented about the need for the Church to be mind- 
ful of the needy among our ranks. He particularly was 
concerned about the elderly saints who sacrificed so 
much, and in their latter years find themselves in dire 
need. One such case was brought to his attention and 
it struck close to him. Years ago he was a student at 
the Saints Academy and many fine people worked 
there providing education, training and support to 
homeless and poor children. He was among that 
number at one time. In later years, one such woman 
who devoted herself to the mission of the Church’s 
School was Mother D. Marie Simmons-Johnson. Her 
circumstances were turning for the worse and without 
immediate help, she could suffer a great loss. Bishop 
knew of her service to the Church and wanted to do 
something tangible. 

Bishop explained her situation to the delegates of 
the General Assembly and after finishing his accep- 
tance statement, asked the saints to indulge him and 
help Mother Simmons-Johnson. The outpour of love 
was classic COGIC. A gift of over $29,000.00 was rais- 
ed to pay for the mortgage, housing repairs, and a 
multitude of needs. When the safety net breaks it 
often takes a miracle to stop a person’s hurting, sure- 
ly this was one of those times. 

The following week, Bishop W.L. Porter was sent 


YOAM WANTS YOU! 


Eleven years ago God gave a vision to Bishop C.L. 
Moody of young people taking the place of return- 
ed missionaries who had given their lives to the 
ministry on foreign soil. Thus YOAM was born. 
YOAM is an acronym for ‘“‘Youth On A Mission’. 
It is a short term summer program designed for the 
young in age and the young at heart. It gives in- 
terested persons an opportunity to share the love of 
God with people of all nations. 

This year the team travels to Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
Brazil is a republic of South America and has a 
population of 90.8 million people. It is the fifth 
largest country in the world. Travel dates are: July 
17th-August 4th. The cost is $1650.00 from Miami, 
Florida plus an add-on fare for ones domestic 
transportation. The price includes accommodations 
and meals while on the field. 

If there is a burden on your heart for the people 
of God everywhere and you desire to travel and 
share His word, you do not want to miss the oppor- 
tunity. For additional information, please contact: 
YOAM YOAM 
Church Of God In Christ c/o Dr. June Rivers 
Dept. of Missions 5821 Outer Drive 
P.O. Box 320 OR Detroit, MI 48235 
Memphis, TN 38101 (313) 342-6885 
(901) 578-3816 


Name 


Age (if under 18) 


Address 


City State WP 


Telephone 


(Complete this form and mail to either address above) 


by Bishop Ford to Lexington, Mississippi to secure the 
house and see that this sainted mother was properly 
supported. Bishop Porter secured the home in the 
name of the Church Of God In Christ and had the deed 
filed with the Holmes County Chancery Clerk. The 
mortgage was paid off at the Holmes County Bank 
and Trust Company, so that no indebtness remains on 
the property. The roof was contracted for repairs and 
Mother had many personal items of business retired. 
The deed gives her the privilege to live in the house 
the remainder of her days and upon her demise, the 
Church becomes sole possessor of the property. 

Now this fine woman can live without stress and 
problems of indebtness. In her senior years, the 
Church which she so unselfishly worked for, provid- 
ed a pension of source, needed security and loving 
care. Certainly, here is a special case, but it stands to 
demonstrate that much planning needs to be done to 
see that more of our pioneers don’t become elderly, 
forgotten and left in the cold without support. 

Elder William Dean, Dr. Donald Wheelock, and 
Elder Rodgers were all instrumental in providing 
assistance to Bishop W.L. Porter during the Lexington 
trip. The lawyers, bankers and town officials made the 
quite involved financial process less complicated. 
Surely, the Lord directed Presiding Bishop Ford to do 
this great work. 


FORD | Continued from Page 1 


defeated candidates were conciliatory and affirm- 
ed their support of Bishop Ford to the happy 
delegates. Bishop Ford was crying and smiling, and 
praising God for the victory. Bishops Jones, Blake, 
Green and Willis were models of sanctified sports- 
manship. Seeing leaders embrace and affirm the 
position of the victor was pleasing to God and the 
delegates alike. 

Our new Presiding Bishop is the pastor of St. Paul 
Church Of God In Christ located in Chicago, Illinois 
and Jurisdictional Prelate of Illinois #1. St. Paul 
Church is in a growing complex on the south side 
of Chicago. It is in an area that truly needed a great 
ministry and Bishop Ford has provided it for years. 
Bishop Ford is a married man and he and wife, 
Margaret have two adult children, Janet and 
Charles, who is an ordained elder. 

As chief apostle and presiding officer, Bishop 
Ford will take the reins of leadership for 212 years, 
which is the remainder of the time left by Bishop 
Patterson. The mandate given him by the people 
should make his leadership more manageable and 
meaningful. Certainly, all right thinking individuals 
are praying for his success because the souls of 
humankind hang in the balance. 

BG PRP ae 


TO THE EDITOR: 


This is a letter in tribute to the late Bishop J.0. 
Patterson, and the present Presiding Bishop L.H. 
Ford. I’m one of the young persons this great 
COGIC helped financially while in college. This 
was made possible by leaders like Bishop Patterson 
and Bishop Ford. Due to these leaders I have learn- 
ed to follow leadership and trust in the Lord. 

When Bishop Patterson said the Church would 
help me during college, he didn’t even know me, he 
just asked for a letter from my bishop, Bishop L.H. 
Ford. Then Bishop Ford sat me down in his office 
and talked to me, he shared some things I'll always 
remember. Here was a great bishop and man of God 
taking time out to share with a small member of 
God’s Church. This was a sign to me that Bishop 
Ford was a great leader. “‘Many are called but few 
are chosen.” Bishop Ford has helped many of God’s 
people, young and old, and I’m one of them. Now 
it’s time for Church to help bishop, and support this 
great COGIC. I thank God for Bishop Ford, and will 
always remember the late Bishop J.O. Patterson 
who gave me a chance to further my education. 
Some day some young man may be sitting in my of- 
fice, and I need to have an ear to hear. 

After being in this grand Church all my life and 
being the son of the late Elder Preston Barrett, and 
the great great nephew of the late Bishop E.M. 
Page of Dallas, TX, I’ve learned that it’s good to 
follow leadership. 

All of God’s saints and young people should sup- 
port our leaders for some day you may be a leader 
and need others support. I have been fortunate to 
know these great men of God. I would just like to 
say to Bishop Ford while you are living I have been 
quite impressed by your longevity, enthusiasm, 
trustworthiness and sincere devotion to this 
Church. You have demonstrated all the qualities of 
a truly outstanding leader, most noteworthy of 
which are your leadership style and selfless dedica- 
tion to the accomplishment of all assigned missions. 
You have fully supported the goals and ideals of this 
Church and your actions promotes its most 
favorable image. You have always placed service to 
this Church and God above all else. Special thanks 
to the late Bishop Patterson, Bishop Ford, My 
Pastor Bishop Moody, Julia Mason Atkins and my 
own mother Lucille Barrett, who taught us to follow 
leadership. Lastly, congratulations on your recent 
election as presiding officer of the Church Of God 
In Christ. 
eee =| RE 


UNAC-5 Scholastic Ministries 


Competition 


The United National Auxiliaries’ Convention of the 
Church Of God In Christ announces the National Bi- 
ble Bowl Competition. This competition is held an- 
nually in the UNAC-5 Convention and is designed for 
the winning team of each jurisdictional Bible Bowl 
Competition to compete on a National level for the 
UNAC-5 Gold Cup Award. 

This year the Bible Bow] will cover Church Doctrine 
(information may be obtained from Understanding 
Church Doctrine Book and the March-May 1987 
Y.P.W.W. Quarterly, Church History (information ob- 
tained from the December 1986-February 1987 
Y.P.W.W. Quarterly) and the Book of Proverbs. 

Also, during the UNAC-5 Convention the National 

Spelling B ee Competition, the Oratorical Competi- 
tion, and Math/Computer Competition will be taking 
place. The topics for the Oratorical Competition are 
as follows: 
(1) Address the Dilemma of the Black Man in America 
(2) How heavy should your spiritually weight in choos- 
ing a life career? (3) What methods do you feel would 
be effective in making our youth aware of Satanic wor- 
sip and occults? 

For further information on each specific ministry 
you may contact the following persons: 


Bible Bowl 

Mrs. Helen Givens 
28112 Rosewood 
Inkster, MI 48141 
(313) 277-0402 


Spelling Bee 
Ms. Sandra Smith 
14812 Lexington 
Harvey, IL 60425 
(708) 339-7472 


Oratorical 

Mrs. Vanessa Galin 
229 Diamond Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70501 
(318) 237-5327 


Math/Computer 
Mrs. Vera Martin 
410 41st Street 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 653-3643 


UNAC-5 Scholastic Ministries 


Competition Entry Form 
[J Bible Bowl © Oratorical 
Spelling Bee 


Math/Computer 


Name: 
Address 
City Stte Zip 
Telephone 
Jurisdiction Namee 
Jurisdictional Bishop 
Competition 
Name & Leader 

Team Leader may be contacted at 
(UNAC Hotel Residence) 

A list of the Spelling Words will be sent upon receipt of 
your entry form 


NATIONAL HOMECOMING 
ACCORDED 
BISHOP BLAKELY 


The State of Indiana 
buried one of its father 
figures in February. 
Bishop William O. 
Blakely was Bishop 
Emeritus. He was a 
distinguished clergy, 
and a compassionate 
man of God. Rites 
were administered by 
the General Board of 
Bishops andChief offi- 
cant was Bishop Louis 
Henry Ford. Words cannot express the feeling of loss 
the saints shared upon the homegoing of the sainted 
man. 

He was a man of awards and distinction. The world 
at large recognized the spiritual quality of his life. 
Therefore, leaders in many communities too reflected 
upon his demise with sadness. As editor of The Whole 
Truth, I encourage the saints to be mindful of the 
saints and friends touched by the passing of this 
sainted man of God. 


The Obituary of 
Bishop William Orbie Blakely, Sr. 

Bishop William Orbie Blakely, Sr. was born in 
Helena, Arkansas on October 3, 1905 to the union of 
Thomas and Theresa (White) Blakely, the second of 
five children. His father expired when he was only six 
years of age. The responsibility as an adult began at 
an early age. 

He came to Chicago, Illinois in 1921, and settled in 
East Chicago, Indiana in 1922. He found Christ under 
the pastorage of the late Elder L.J. Hall, September 
14, 1926. He was united in Holy wedlock to Annie 
Mae (Howard) Blakely of Maury City, Tennessee on 


December 25, 1928. To this union 16 children were 
born, five of whom preceded him and his wife in death. 
He was called to the Ministry in 1930, and served 

under the late Bishop J.B. Davis as assistant pastor. 
He went to Lafayette, Indiana for two years and left 
a church established there and conducted services in 
Roselawn, Illinois, where 18 souls were saved. On 
August 18, 1973, he was married to Mary Frances 
(Lee) Blakely, who served him faithfully until his 
demise. 

He became a pastor of the then St. Mary’s COGIC 
and combined the two congregations on August 28, 
1948. In January 1952, he became State President of 
YPWW under the late Bishop C.E. Bennett where he 
served 20 years. 

Under his pastorage two church buildings were 
completed and the name of the church was changed 
from St. Mary’s to Faith Temple COGIC. He was 
selected to serve the First Jurisdiction of Indiana as 
Jurisdictional Bishop following the demise of Bishop 
C.E. Bennett. He was installed December 5, 1972. 
Under his leadership the jurisdiction grew from 60 
churches to 120. Due to his physical condition he was 
placed in Emeritus status, September 14, 1988. 

He was well-known in the community of East 
Chicago and Gary because of his services to people. 
His Christian status has also been outstanding in both 
communities. He was awarded the Sangammon 
Award by Governor Robert D. Orr. 

He leaves to celebrate his homegoing a loving wife, 
Mary Frances, eight sons, William (Ola) Blakely, 
David (Delores) Blakely, Harold Blakely, Kenneth 
(Racine) Blakely, Graylan (Nadine) Blakely, Alton Lee, 
all of Gary, Melvin (Oneida) Blakely, Terre Haute, IN, 
and Alvin (Esther) Lee, South Orange, NJ; eight 
daughters, Juanita (Charles) Stokes, Milwaukee, WI, 
Emma (Eld. TJ.) Copprue, Madine (Michael) Ran- 
dolph, Alfreda (Clarence) Phillips, Yvonne (Eld. Ben- 
jamin) Allen, Anita (Eld. Samuel, Jr.) Warren, all of 
Gary, Sharon (DeWitt) Jackson, of Michigan City, IN, 
Etta Rene (Ernest) Austin of Phoenix, AZ; two 
adopted daughters, Sylvia Vandenburg and Raina (Lee 
H.) Chandler, both of Gary, 80 grandchildren, 60 
great-grandchildren, one great-great grandchild, and 
a great host of relatives, members and friends. 

ES ae a Se es «=| 


COLLEGE HILL COGIC 
CELEBRATED TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS HONORING 
BISHOP W.E. DAVIS 


Bishop W.E. 
Davis, Jurisdic- 

# tional Bishop of 
'@ Southwestern 
Florida, was 
honored by his 
fF local church, 
fF College Hill 
COGIC, for 
twenty-five 
# years of service. 

Deacon Wil- 
| liam McCullough, 
| Chairman of the 

7 Deacon’s Board 
and acommittee 
q of thirteen pre- 

sented this ela- 

borated occasion 
at the Holiday Inn on Fowler Avenue, Busch Gardens, 
where the attendance was superb. Bishop Jacob Cohen 
of the Eastern Florida Jurisdiction was the dynamic 
speaker. Bishop Davis worked once with his father in 
this area. A great retrospective was given of Bishop 
Davis’s work by Sister Marlene York, church clerk. 
Elder Samuel Nesbitt of Jacksonville, Florida gave fur- 
ther insight of Bishop’s work. A timely tribute was given 
to Bishop Davis by Missionary Rosanna McCullough, 
pointed out the accomplishments under Bishop’s leader- 
ship. The Church progressed from the wooden floors 
to a carpeted sanctuary—with air conditioning, etc., 
vision given to Bishop Davis, wherein it became a reality 
after twenty-five years of service. 

Deacon McCullough and the committee presented 
Bishop a twenty-five year silver plate and a money tree 
of twenty-five silver dollars, made by his grandson, 
Deacon Kenny Sirman. 

Mother Davis was presented a dozen red roses. The 
local officers and members of College Hill gave God 
the praise that God has allowed Bishop Davis the op- 
portunity to enjoy the fruit of this labor with them and 
the Tampa Bay area. 

Among the saints were pastors, officers of the jurisdic- 
tion, Bishop Davis’ four sisters from Jacksonville, 
Florida, and three of his children. Present also was State 
Representative James Hargrett, County Commissioner 
Ruben Padgett and well known mortician Mr. Clarence 
Wilson and family. 


International SUperV1sor, Mother Mattie McGlothen, Mrs. Mary Patterson, Mother 
Emma Crouch, and Mother Willie Mae River awatt voting instruction. 
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Bishop Winbush sard voting was a snap. 


Lishop Ford is congratulated by the throng. New Second Assistant Presiding Bishop 
CL. Anderson 1s one of many well wishers. 


Lishop Ford’s face reflects the emotion of the moment. First Assistant Presiding Bishop Owens, Bishop J.D. Husband and Bishop J.N. Haynes 
greet the saints after the announcement. 
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LET’S GO FISHING 


By. Bernice Shields Hayman 


The weather is pleasant. People will want to have 
some activities before it gets cold. The fishermen 
will get their worms, minnows, fishing equipment 
and their boats ready. The fishermen will begin to 
go to the rivers and lakes to fish for the bass, trouts, 
buffalo, and catfish. 

It is time for the Christian family to be about their 
Father’s business, There is so much for each of us 
to do. No one needs to be idle. 

Matthew 4:18-19, Jesus told Simon Peter and his 
brother, Andrew; follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. 

Let’s get out our fishing equipment and go fishing 
for men. It is time for the Christians to be fishers of 
men. Men need to be saved. Everyday the news- 
paper and television reports give account of how 
much sin is being committed in our city, state, nation, 
and the world. We need to throw out life lines so poor 
souls who are drifting away can be saved. 

I Timothy 2:1-4 states that supplications and 
prayers be given for all men; even for kings and all 
that are in authority. It is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior. Who will have all men to be 
saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

How are people to get the truth? They will have 
to get it through those of us who he hath saved. 

Yes, there is plenty for us to do. All of our work 
is not in the church sanctuary. Our work may be on 
the street corner, on the bus, on our jobs; yes, even 
in our homes. 

There are some young people who need help in 
how to make a budget and to spend their money 
wisely. Then, probably, they will not push dope and 
gamble. 

We have hundreds of people who do not know how 
to read and write. We are doing kingdom’s work 
when we help someone who has lost his way because 
he doesn’t understand the printed word. 

Those of us who are retired from our positions, 
God has given us so much. Praise the Lord! He 
wants us to give back to him by helping our 
fellowmen. 

By our helping individuals naturally, this may help 
them spiritually. 

Now how fishermen talk about the big fish and the 
number of fish they have caught. Sometimes their 
pictures are in newspapers. Many have big fish 
mounted on the walls of their homes. 

It is time for Christians to go fishing. Let’s be 
fishers of men. Our bait is prayer, the word of God 
(Bible), kind words and right living. 

There are some big fish out in the world in the per- 
son of future ministers, missionaries, and servants 


of the Lord. We will feel good over our catch and 
_. there will be rejoicing in heaven. 


Be a good FISHERMAN. 
Missionary Bernice Shields Hayman 
Holy Temple COGIC 
Bishop L.T. Walker, Sr., Pastor 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


ARORA Aa BTN CEERI 
RS rte Raerotay se eee ves 


PLAN TO 
ATTEND 
THE 
UNAC-5 
IN 
SAN 
FRANCISCO 
July 2-7, 


Elder Fetson Leak Fifty Year Pastoral Anniversary 


Elder Leak was saved in March of 1929 under the 
late Bishop Broomfield Johnson in the United 
Holiness Church of America in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina. A short time afterwards he moved 
to Stamford, Connecticut where he was fellowship- 
ped in the Church Of God In Christ under Elder 
Alexander Little, there he was baptized, filled with 
the Holy Ghost and called to the ministry. He con- 
ducted many revivals, souls were saved and the sick 
healed. 

January of 1933, he was ordained and appointed 
as pastor in New Haven, Connecticut, by Overseer 
S.P. Croone. 

In the year of 1940, he moved to New Rochelle, 
New York. He started his venture for God there by 
Opening a mission in the league hall without one 
member. On the official opening day twenty two 
persons were received into the church. Problems in- 
curred so much so that he had to give up the hall 
and hold his services someplace else, even in his 
own home. He had to give up the place, but never 
his faith. He believed that God would help him and 
he would yet be able to erect a house for the peo- 
ple of God. 

God blessed him to purchase a lot, and the work 
of building the church began. He suffered hardships 
in trying to build. The people in the neighborhood 
complained because they did not want the church 
there. As they began to dig the basement they com- 
plained that someone would fall into it and be in- 
jured. He did not always have sufficient funds or 
help, but God was with him. After all the hardships 
and problems, October 12, 1947, Faith Temple 
Church Of God In Christ was finally dedicated. ‘‘All 
things are possible to him that believeth.’ 

Elder Leak was married to the late Lula Mae 
Dockery Leak, who was a wonderful servant of 


God, full of kindness, love, graciousness and com- 
passion. They were blessed to rear and nurture five 
children, and many other children who haveshared 
in the home life of these two people. Mother Leak 
went home to be with the Lord in March of 1970. 
Since that time the Lord has blessed Pastor Leak 
with another beautiful woman of God, Mother 
Martha Broadie Leak. She labors continually by his 
side encouraging him and supporting him as he car- 
ries on the work of God. She too has been blessed 
to do a great work as she shares with him in the 
ministry. 

On various occasions he was given citations of 
recognition by the City of New Rochelle for com- 
munity service and also by the Eastern New York 
Jurisdiction of COGIC recognizing him as one of the 
pioneer workers of the Church. Over the years he 
has served in various capacities in the Church and 
is yet doing so. 

In these fifty years in New Rochelle, New York, 
Elder Leak has done a marvelous work for God. He 
has been a great blessing to others and God has 
greatly blessed him. He is loved, recognized, and 
respected. He continues to be a pillow of strength, 
a tower of graciousness, a temple of mercy, but most 
of all, a servant of GOD. 

He was honored in a Golden Anniversary celebra- 
tion February 10, 1990 and the Holiday Inn Crowne 
Plaza in White Plains, New York. Bishop Ithiel 
Clemmons, Jurisdictional Prelate of Eastern New 
York #1, was at his best bringing the word of the 
day. Other distinguished guests attending were 
Mother Creola Wallace, State Mother, Eastern New 
York #1, Dr. Aileen Gilmore, Assistant State 
Mother of the Garden State New Jersey, Bishop 
Charles Brewer, Jr., Prelate of Connecticut and 
many others. 
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PURCHASE YOUR VERY OWN 
_ COPY OF THE NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL SERVICE. 


Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. is gone, but the Saints 
remembered him for his legacy of service. If you 
were not one of the 5,000 in attendance, you need 
to hear this two set, 3 hour Memorial Service. 
This is a part of our COGIC History! 


C.0.G.1.C./Publishing Board 


272 S. Main St.. Memphis, TN 38103 


Cost: $11. 00, eee included. 


C.0. G LC Le ubllshiay Board 
Main 


hie, TN 38109 


Mail To: COGIC PUBLISHING BOARD 272 S. Main, Memphis, TN 38103 


Tapes Of The 
First National 
Holy Ghost Conference 


NOW AVAILABLE!! 


If you missed it. . 
Now here; Ss your. opportunity 
to aes it all. 
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$55. 00 12 Baek set 


Order From: 
COGIC PUBLISHING BOARD 
272 5: Main 
Memphis, TN 38103 


San Francisco, Calif. 
July 2-7, 1990 


A Family Convention 
For The Entire Church 


e UNAC Morning Prayer ¢ Premusical 

e UNAC In Training e Childrens Church 
e Midday Worship e Youths Church 

e Scholastic Motivation ¢ Song Is Born 

e UNAC Banquet & Tours 


HOTEL RATES 


Marriott Hotel (Headquarters) 


SINGLE DOUBLE TRIPLE QUAD 
(1 Person) (2 Persons) (3 Persons) (4 Persons) Check-In 


$84.00 $84.00 $108.00 $108.00 3PM 


Le Meridien Hotel 
$80.00 $80.00 $110.00 $140.00 3PM 


Westin St. Francis Hotel 
$80.00 $80.00 $110.00 $110.00 3PM 


e Rates Quoted Above—11% tax NOT included in 
rates. 

e First-Night Deposit Required—Must be submitted 
to hotel after receiving confirmation. Confirmation 
will be received FROM HOTEL. Submit first- 
night deposit directly to hotel; DO NOT SEND 
FIRST-NIGHT DEPOSIT TO UNAC. Regis- 
tration Fee ONLY should be sent to UNAC. 
e Room Assignments—First-come, first-served 
basis. Preference for Headquarters will be given to 
persons attending convention entire week. 


HOUSING FORM 


(Registration Fee MUST accompany housing form—see 
back for registration details.) 


Mailing Address: UNAC Housing, 
__ P.O. Box 1955, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 


Hotel Preference: lst 


2nd 3rd 


Check One: KSingle (Double OITriple Quad 


AinivallDateaaaaane eam slit e: 


Departure Date: 

Confirm To: 

Address: 

Gilt) een ete ule ot State mae ba ZEB 
Names of Persons to Occupy Room 


(Please indicate age category—Child; 0-11 / 
Youth; 12-17 / Adult; 18 & over) 


Age 


Age 


Age 


Church Of God In Christ Publishing House | 
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291 Hernando Street ¢ P.O. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


The Work Goes On 


Loose the bound, let the captive go free. St. John 
8:36 states ‘‘If the son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed’. The Lord cannot use us 
tied up. In St. Matthew 21:1B, and verse 3, sent 
Jesus two disciples, saying, “‘go into the village over 
against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass 
tied, and a colt with her, loose them and bring them 
to me. And if any man say out unto you, ye shall say, 
the Lord hath need of them.” The work of the Lord 
goes on regardless of an individual’s age or health. 
While a person lives he/she should attempt to make 
a positive witness for Christ. Hopefully, the follow- 
ing scripture and comments can encourage 
someone to continue working for the Lord. 

There is work in 
the local church for 
the old and the 
young. A child in the 
family is never to be 
killed to make room 
for another. We all 
have a job to do, 
according to Titus 
2:3-5 and we should 
be busy. The aged 
women likewise, 
that they be in 
behavior as becom- 
eth holiness, not false accusers, not given to much 
wine, teachers of good things; that thy may teach 
the young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their 
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphem- 
ed. Acts 20:22-23 states, ‘“and now behold, I go 
bound in the Spirit to Jerusalem not knowing the 
things that shall befall me there: save the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds 
and afflictions abide me.’ Abound spirit makes life 
miserable. Phillipians 2:12B reads, ‘“Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling.’ We all have 
work to do. The righteous shall flourish like the 
palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebaron. 
Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall 
flourish in the courts of our God. They shall bring 
forth fruit in old age, they shall be fat and 
flourishing. Psalms 92:12-14. 

We all want our crown from the Lord. Revelations 
2:20 reads ‘‘Fear none of those things which thou 
shall suffer: behold the devil shall cast some of you 
into prison, that ye may be tried; and shall have 
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death and 
I will give thee a crown of life. 

We want to be found so doing the will of the Lord. 
Revelation 22:12 said, ‘‘And behold, I come quick- 
ly; and my reward is with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be.’ 

We want to work till the day is done, that is the 
reason for this plea, loose the bound and let the cap- 
tives go free. 


SV 


Mother Reather Carter 


Sincerely, 

Mother Reather A. Bettis Carter 
400-C Rain Drive 

Bay Minette, AL 36507 


Second Class 


at 
Memphis, TN 


OBITUARY 


Elder Joseph Ed- 
ward Booker was 
the second of nine 
children born, Jan- 
uary 3, 1915, to the 
late Hommer and 
Annie Booker of 
Columbus, Missis- 
sippl. He attended 
public schools in the 
state of Mississippi. 

& Wee =e serve his country 

Joseph Edward Booker during World War 

II, and was hon- 
orably discharged in 1945. That year here relocated 
to Memphis, TN, and on July 27, 1946, he was mar- 
ried to Velma Braxton. 

Elder Booker accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his personal Savior in 1947. He became a member 
of New Jerusalem Church Of God In Christ, the late 
Elder Jerry Jones, Pastor, where he served as Sun- 
day School Superintendent. 

In 1953, Elder Booker united with Bishop J.O. 
Patterson, Sr. and the Pentecostal Temple Church 
Family. As a result of his faithful and dedicated 
service, Bishop Patterson appointed him Pastor of 
Allen Church Of God In Christ, Jackson, Ten- 
nessee, where he served for thirteen years. He was 
later appointed Superintendent Pentecostal Dis- 
trict, Superintendent Temple District and member 
of the Executive Board, Headquarters Jurisdiction. 
Elder Booker was appointed Pastor of Temple 
Church Of God In Christ, January 19, 1969. 

There were many astounding accomplishments 
under his administration. His radio ministry receiv- 
ed great acclaim throughout the tri-state area and 
several remodeling programs were completed. His 
successful ministry touched the lives of the Temple 
Family, therefore we endeavor to remember that 
“Up until now God has been good to us...” 

Elder Joseph Edward Booker departed this life 
Saturday, February 10, 1990. He was a devoted hus- 
band, a dedicated father, a loving shepherd, caring 
servant attointed gospel preacher, a counselor and 
friend. He leaves to cherish his memory a most 
devoted wife, Mrs. Velma Booker; one son, Mr. 
Isaac Braxton, Memphis; two daughters, Mrs. Bar- 
bara Patton, San Francisco, California, Mrs. Gloria 
Jefferson, San Diego, California, seven grand- 
children, one great-grand child, one brother, Mr. 
James Booker, Memphis, one sister, Mrs. Everline 
Smith, Clarksdale, Mississippi; two son-in-law, one 
daughter-in-law, a host of relatives and friends and 
the Temple Church Family. 


Tommie L. Stingley, Jr. 
Attorney & Counselor at Law 


Tommie Stingley, 
lifelong member of 
the Liberal Trinity 
Church Of God In 
Christ in Jackson, 
Mississippi, became 
a member of the 
Mississippi State 
Bar several months 
ago as an Attorney 
and Counselor at 
Law. He and his 
_brother, Elder 

Joseph B. Stingley of 
Dallas, Texas, are sons of the late Brother Tommie 
L. Stingley, Sr. and Sister Lola B. Stingley who serv- 
ed as Sunday School Superintendent and Pastoral 
Offering Trible Leader at Liberal Trinity for near- 
ly 40 years. Tommie, who holds a B.A. in Political 
Science and M.A. in Public Administration in ad- 
dition to his J.D. has been a department head with 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi for over ten years 
prior to becoming a lawyer. As a City Administrator 
he has been responsible for multimillion dollar 
budgets and has served on national and regional ad- 
visory councils sponsored by the United States Con- 
ference on Mayors and agencies of the Federal 
Government. Tommie has also served as an Ad- 
ministrative Assistant to Elder Hollis Musgrove, 
Pastor of Liberal Trinity COGIC, and has been ac- 
tive in civic activities including serving on the 
boards of the local Urban League and United Way. 
The congregation at Liberal Trinity salutes the suc- 
cess of Brother Stingley. 


Tommie L. Stingley, Jr. 


